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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) STRONGLYSUPPORBHB546 HD1, which
would faciliate the SWD W H?2V N xlelciHxa®aD ¢ by Rroviding Aha P dhana Leo with
SLQYLWHG"™ PHRBHW KWHNVDWDXWH?2V (DUO\ BHRW&heQJ % RDUG (/%
perpetuation of <¢/lelo Hawai ¢ is so important to the evolving culture, health, and well-
being of Native Hawaiians, this measuremay be crucial to ensuiing the continued use and
growth of <Jelo Hawai ¢ in Hawai ¢ and beyond.

Aha P dana Leo provides the ELB with ainique and highly-specialized
perspective due to its predominant role in < Jelo Hawai  early learning education.
Although our state is constitutionally mandated 8o promote the study of Hawaiian
culture, history, and languagd,] * and <¢lelo Hawai ¢ has been an official state language
since 19782 much remains to be done to ensure the re-normalization of the Hawaiian
language and Aha P&ana Leo remains the only statewide early learning system
conducted in < delo Hawai ¢ immersion for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. Since the
LQFHSWLRQ RI WKH (/%2V SUHGHFHVVHU WidRAMIDdLEOd /HDUQLQ
has consstently servedasWKH ERDUG2V S§UHSUHVHQWDWLYH RI +DZDLLD
SURYLGHUV ~©

Unfortunately, the ELB seathistorically filled by an Aha P dana Leorepresentative
is currently limited to two, 2 -year consecutive terms* Thus, ths 8+ DZDLLDQ PHGLXP HD
OHDUQLQJ rspydRenta@/emay not serve more thana maximum of four consecutive
years These term limitscreate a significant challenge for Aha P &ana Leoto find a
representative withthe requisite experience and institutional knowledgeto consistentlyfill
this highly-specialized position, and has limited the ability of Aha P&ana Leoto establish
the continuous presence necessary teffectively advocate for the importance and value of
a Hawaiian medium early education. Notably, this seat is currently empty and theELBis
suffeiing from the lack of Aha P6Q D Q D AMdi€e2 Which has otherwise consistently

IHAw. CONST. ART. X &EC 4.

2 HAw. CONST. ART. XV &EC 4.

3 The representative of Hawaiian medium early learning providers shall serve a twgear term HRS 8302L-
1.6(10).

4 HRS 8§3021-1.6(10) sets a tweyear term for the representative of Hawaiian medium early learning
providers; HRS §26-34(a) SUR Y L G H Vo Yeksnwhalp&a@pointed consecutively to more than two
terms as a member of the same board or commission @ ~



ensural that all ELBmembers understand and recognize the essential role of¢lelo
Hawai « medium programming in the development and education of Hawai¢ $ growing
keiki.

OHA commends the tireless efforts ofAha P ¢hana Leo, which has always strived
to ensure that < Jelo Hawai { survives and thrives as a living languagéor future
generations to come. By providing AhaP @analeowith DQ SLQYLWHG”™ YRWLQJ PHF
seat,without term limits, HB546 HD1 will ensurea consistentHawaiian medium voice on
the ELB as well as help to fulfill the greater mission to perpetuate and normalize the
state? ¥fficial language of @elo Hawai .

The strength and endurance of< delo Hawai ¢ is intrinsically connected to the
health and wellbeing of the Native Hawaiian people, and it is part of what makes Hawaii
an authentic, unique, and beautiful place for all our local keiki to enjoy, learn, and
ultimately thrive. We therefore urge the Committee toPASSHB546 HD1.

E olamau ka <¢slelo Hawai 4!

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify on this important issue
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HB 546 HD1 — RELATING TO EDUCATION

Chair Nakashima, Vice Chair Matayoshi and members of the House Committee on
Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs:

$ORKD H Q— DODND<«L R ND «<DKD<AOHOR R +DZDL<«L QHL

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony on HB 546 HD1. The University of

Hawai‘i at Hilo (UH Hilo) supports the distinctive provisions of HB 546 HD1 relating to

the representation of Hawaiian language medium education on early education. UH

+LOR LV KRPH WR .D +DND <80D R .H<HOLNAODMdha& ROOHJH R
been leading efforts to revitalize the Hawaiian language while also serving as a model

to national and international indigenous communities who also seek to revive their

endangered languages. :LWK VXSSRUW IURP WKH +DZD LRilb/kewWDWH /HJL
+DND «<80D KDV HVWD E OGdcvalatré&atdthfoRgh &ldedD program that

offers high quality education to develop capacity for Hawaiian medium education and

the further advancement of Hawaiian and indigenous languages writ large.

HB 546 is important legislation that needs to be passed. There is an extreme shortage

of qualified individuals for all aspects of education through Hawaiian. This provision

allows the state access to important contributions from the small pool of highly qualified

individuals in this highly distinctive area of education of our state. Without this

legislation, there is a danger that the state early education advisory board could have

individuals without the necessary expertise to represent the interests of one of the most

vulnerable populations in our schools — those attending schooling through Hawaiian in
DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK 86 SROLF\ H{[SUHVVHG LQ WKH 1DWLYH $P

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to submit testimony and support this bill.
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TO: Representative Mark M. Nakashima, Chair
Representative Scot Z. Matayoshi, Vice Chair
House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs

FROM: Lauren Moriguchi, Director
Executive Office on Early Learning

SUBJECT: Measure: H.B. No. 546 HD 1- RELATING TO EDUCATION
Hearing Date: Wednesday February 24, 2021
Time: 2:00 p.m.
Location: Videoconference

Bill Description: Amends the composition of the early learning board to make a
representative from Aha Punana Leo a standing member. Effective 7/1/2050 (HD1)

EXECUTIVE OFFICE ON EARLY LEARNING 'S POSITION: Supports the Intent

Good afternoon. | am Lauren Moriguchi, Director of the Executive Office on Early Learning
(EOEL). EOEL supports the intent on H.B. No. 546 HD 1- relating to education.

EOEL is statutorily responsible for the development of the State’s early childhood system that
shall ensure a spectrum of high-quality development and learning opportunities for children
throughout the state, from prenatal care until the time they enter kindergarten, with priority given
to underserved or at-risk children. The Early Learning Board (ELB) was established as a
governing board through Act 202, SLH 2017.

ELB is responsible for directing the EOEL on how best to meet the developmental and
educational needs of children, from prenatal care to entry into kindergarten; providing
recommendations to EOEL on improving the quality, availability, and coordination of early learning
programs; promoting collaboration across agencies and stakeholders serving young children; and
appoint the EOEL director and evaluating the director on an annual basis.

THE ELB provides crucial input, direction, and oversight necessary for EOEL to achieve the

statutory responsibilities of the Office. Representatives on the board are reflective of the diversity

of the early care and education field in Hawaii, providing unique and important input on how to

best serve Hawaii’'s families and young children. Hawaii is the only state in the United States that

has designated a native language, Hawaiian, as one of its two official state languages. The

end XUDQFH RI ¢<,OHOR +DZDL<«L LV FR Q QeélrglofeNathv& Hewviidn dopeO WK DQG Z
and as such, the representative seat for Hawaiian medium early learning providers is a critical

member and advocate for the important values of a Hawaiian medium early education.

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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The Hawaiian medium early learning provider seat is limited to two consecutive, two-year teams
according to current statute. Thus, the representative cannot serve more than 4 years before
terming out. The sense of the Board is that the term limit as provided is a barrier to continuity of
experienced representation that the amended bill would address. The consistency of
representation is the issue upon which many Board members agree. At the same time, there are
some on the ELB who would like to investigate the compaosition of the Board given current needs
and whether the proposed solution of making an APL representative a standing member is the
best one moving forward to address the current barrier.

Thank you for your consideration, and for the opportunity to testify on this bill. | am happy to
answer any questions you may have.



HB-546-HD-1
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 7:14:52 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2021 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization TeSF'f'er Present at
Position Hearing
| Holeka Goro Inaba || County of Hawai?i || Support || No |
Comments:
Aloha,

| support HB 546 which will H{SUHVVO\ UHFRJQL]H u$KD 3c©QDQD /HR D
voting member of the ELB not subject to term limits. We must do what we can to
support the continued revival of « OHOR D&MD tommunity and schools. Mahalo
for your consideration.

Holeka Inaba

Hawai k County Councilmember, District 8 (North Kona)



HB-546-HD-1
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 7:11:39 PM
Testimony for JHA on 2/24/2021 2:00:00 PM

Submitted By Organization TeSF'f'er Present at
Position Hearing
Lehua Kaulukukui Pual_<a|ehua Ear_ly Support No
Learning Consortium

Comments:
Aloha,

Please PASS HB546 HD1, which will help maintain the specialized Hawaiian-medium

YRLFH RQ WKH (DUO\ /HDUQLQJ %RDUG E\ SURYLGLQJ $KD 3X
member status, not subject to term limits. The statewide Hawaiian language immersion

opportunities furnished by Aha Punana Leo are key to providing our keiki with culturally

enriched early education programming, and may be crucial to fulfilling the vision of

revitalizing and normalizing the Hawaiian language as reflected in Article X, Section 4 of

the state constitution. 7KH WHUP OLPLWY LPSRVHG RQ $KBIs&IXQDQD /HR
VHDW IRU 3+DZDLLDQ PHGLXP HDUO\ OHDUQLQJ SURYLGHUV" |
for this seat to remain continuously and consistently filled for such a small and

specialized field. This bill will help better sustain the Hawaiian voice on the Early

Learning Board, to promote the development of our keiki while also furthering the goal

of perpetuating and normalizing the Hawaiian language for future generations to come. |

respectfully urge you to pass HB546 HD1! Mahalo nui!

Lehua Kaulukukui,

Chair, Puakalehua Early Learning Consortium
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Ka Papa Alakasi
Board of Directors

Kauanoe Kaman
Pelekikena

«Alohilani Rogers
K kaue lelo

Larry Kimura
William H. Wilson
K eope Raymond

Keawe Lopes

Ka Luna Hoeokele
Chief Executive Officer

Kasiulani J.K.N. Laeh

Ka Luna Hoeok
Chief Operating Officer

K. Sean Kekina

N Papahana
P nana Leo

P nana Leo Programs
Aukukui

Hale Kipa ¢ iwi
Kula Kamaliei

P nana Leo o Hilo

P nana Leo o Honolulu
P nana Leo o Kauasi

P nana Leo o Maui

P nana Leo o Molokaei
P nana Leo o Waisanae

P nana Leo o Kona

P nana Leo o Waimea
P nana Leo o M noa

P nana Leo o Koeolau Poko
P nana Leo o Lahaina
P nana Leo o Hna
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COMMITTEEON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS
Rep.Mark M. NakashimaChair
Rep.Scot Z. MatayoshVice Chair

Date:Wednesday, February 242021  Time 2:00 PM  Place:Via Videoconference
Testimony ‘~ 6’ —-ef "7 —Sfta ‘’''—e
HB546, HD 1 RELATING TO EDUCATIONSTRONGSUPPOR

Aloha ChairNakashima, Vice Chair Matayoshand Members of the Committee:

We, 6'—ef " —ST ‘H' % fa ‘" sddwaimh homestead farmercommitted
tothewell-, <+ % ‘~ ffdYthe fiext gererations to come.are in strong support of
HB 546, HD 1

HB 546, HD1 amends the composition of the Early Learning Boar(ELB) to make a

"frvtefe—f—<"F "o —_St £ Sf Oefef T Thisseasureuill bbtert” 4

fee—"F —-Sf- -St Sfe ..le—co—"—e fof | feecoe_tfoe_ "f'"fefe_f_('e "
predominant Hawaiian medium early learning provide & —S+ £ Sf 6 <Fasfsingt‘a

this measurewill help maintain the specializedHawaiian mediumvoice on the ELB.

We urge this Committee to PASS HB546, HD 1 Mahalo.

fef— % %f ° «ikesponof
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Testimony from Piinana Leo o Hilo
Ka Papa Alaka'i
Board of Directors Date:

. ° February 24, 2021
N skkana Time: 2:00 P.M.
‘Alohilani Rogers LoOcation: State Capitol, Conference Room 325

Kakau'Olelo

temyKimure RE: SUPPORT H.B. 546 H.D. 1 RELATING TO EDUCATION
William H. Wilson
Krope Raymond: Aloha e Representative, Mark M. Nakashima, Chair, Representative, Scot Z. Matayoshi,
ceawe Lopes Vice Chair and members of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs,

The Piinana Leo o Hilo supports HB546 HD1, which will help maintain the specialized
Ka Luna Ho'okele Hawaiian-medium voice on the Early Learning Board, by providing ‘Aha Piinana Leo
Chief Execufive Officer with an “invited” member status, not subject to term limits. The statewide Hawaiian
fouani JEN.La8NS Tanguage immersion opportunities furnished by ‘Aha Piinana Leo are key to providing
Ka Luna Ho'oké our keiki with culturally enriched early education programming, and may be crucial to

Sl Op:’;’”"" :"if:e' fulfilling the vision of revitalizing and normalizing the Hawaiian language as reflected in
EONRES Article X, Section 4 of the state constitution.

Na Papah o ; _ S o ..
onoma tes The term limits imposed on ‘Aha Piinana Leo’s historically-filled seat for “Hawaiian

Panana Leo Programs medium early learning providers™ have created a serious challenge for this seat to remain
Aukukui continuously and consistently filled for such a small and specialized field. This bill will
Hale Kipa 'Oiwi help better sustain the Hawaiian voice on the Early Learning Board, to promote the
Kula Kamalii development of our keiki while also furthering the goal of perpetuating and normalizing

ponana Leo o Hio the Hawaiian language for future generations to come. I respectfully urge you to pass
PUnana Leo o Honolulu HB546 HD 1 '
POnana Leo o Kaua'i
Punana Leo o Maui Mahalo nui IOEI!
Punana Leo o Moloka'i
POnana Leo o Wai'anae
Porane Leo o kona Kahu: “Iwa Kuamo‘o

Ponana Leo o Waimea Kumu: Nohea Astrande

Puncna Leo o Manoa Ke Komike Makua. Piinana Leo o Hilo
Punana Leo ¢ Ko'olau Poko

PGnana Leo o Lahaina

POnana Leo o HGna
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Testimony from Piinana Leo o0 Waimea
Ka Papa Alaka‘i

Board of Directors )4¢e- February 24,2021
K 10e K 2 .
R e 2:00 PM.
‘Alohilani Rogers LiOCAtion: State Capitol, Conference Room 325

Kakau'Olelo

tory Kimura RE: SUPPORT H.B. 546 H.D. | RELATING TO EDUCATION
William H. Wilson
Kope Raymond Aloha e Representative, Mark M. Nakashima, Chair, Representative, Scot Z. Matayoshi,
ceawe Looes Vice Chair and members of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs,

The Piinana Leo o Waimea supports HB546 HD1, which will help maintain the
Ka Luna Ho'okele specialized Hawaiian-medium voice on the Early Learning Board, by providing ‘Aha
Chief Executive Officer Piinana Leo with an “invited” member status, not subject to term limits. The statewide
faivient JEN-Loee: Hawaiian language immersion opportunities furnished by ‘Aha Piinana Leo are key to
Ka Luna Ho'okd providing our keiki with culturally enriched early education programming, and may be
Chief Operating Officer ¢ pyicial to fulfilling the vision of revitalizing and normalizing the Hawaiian language as

£-30an KNS reflected in Article X, Section 4 of the state constitution.

Na Papahana sl 2 s 5 : o i 5
Fonnaa tee The term limits imposed on *Aha Piinana Leo’s historically-filled seat for “Hawaiian

Ponana Leo Pregrams medium early learning providers™ have created a serious challenge for this seat to remain
Aukukui continuously and consistently filled for such a small and specialized field. This bill will
Hale Kipa ‘Oiwi help better sustain the Hawaiian voice on the Early Learning Board, to promote the
Kula kKamalii development of our keiki while also furthering the goal of perpetuating and normalizing
sonana Leo o Hio the Hawaiian language for future generations to come. I respectfully urge you to pass
Ponana Leo o Honolulu HB546 HD1!

Punana Leo o Kaua'i

Punana Leo o Maui Mahalo IlUi 108.!
PUnana Leo o Moloka'i
POnana Lec o Wai'anae
pinana Leo o kona Kahu: Maluhia O‘Donnell
Ponana Leo o Waimsa Kumu: Kahealani Tanimoto
Punara teo o Maroa Ke Komike Makua, Piinana Leo o Waimea
PUnana Leo o Ko'olau Poko
Pdnana Leo o Lahaina

PUnana Leo o Hana
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